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The enormous wealth of information distilled within the pages of this work provide a unique opportunity for
the reader to become acquainted with the breadth of knowledge Dr. Willis-Aarnio has amassed on classical
dance. She captures the soul, the passion and fire characteristic of the Russian people. No one is more
qualified to reveal the truth about classical ballet than Peggy Willis-Aarnio. Since the early seventies when
she first discovered Agrippina Vaganova's unique, comprehensive pedagogy, Willis-Aarnio has worked
tirelessly to preserve and transmit the teaching method in its entirety. On June 6, 1992, Prof. Peggy Willis-
Aarnio became the first American to be certified by Valentina Roumiantseva, senior methodologist of the
Vaganova Ballet Academy, as a "knowledgeable practitioner and a teacher of the teaching method of
classical dance". I was fortunate enough to have been one of her students when she was first introduced to
Vaganova's teaching method and in turn began teaching it in her classes. Her initial reaction at the time, in
her words, was that she was in "balletic shock." For that reason, perhaps the title of this book should be
Ballet History Shockwave. As anyone who reads it will find out, the ripple effect classical ballet continues to
have, not only on ballet but also on modern dance, is immeasurable. Classical ballet is sometimes
misunderstood and dismissed as antiquated, a tradition that inevitably had to die to make way for modern
ballet. However, this misconception is one of many dispelled by this book. As G. K. Chesterton once said,
"Tradition may be defined as an extension of the franchise. Tradition means giving votes to the most obscure
of all classes, our ancestors. It is the democracy of the dead. Tradition refuses to submit to the small and
arrogant oligarchy of those who happen to be walking about. All democrats object to men being disqualified
by the accident of birth; tradition objects to their being disqualified by the accident of death." The enormous
wealth of information distilled in these pages provides a unique opportunity for the reader to become
acquainted with the breadth of knowledge Willis-Aarnio has amassed on classical dance. She captures the
soul, the passion and fire characteristic of the Russian people. A literal walking encyclopedia, Willis-Aarnio
provides, among other things, Russian documentation, translated into English for the first time, showing the
surprising interconnectedness of contributions made by significant figures in the world of dance. Endowed
with keen insight and an indomitable spirit much like her Russian counterparts to whom she pays tribute in
this book, Willis-Aarnio demystifies the origins and evolution of classical ballet. This book will
revolutionize the public's understanding of classical dance. And I cannot help but believe that Vaganova
would be pleased.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Palmer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Agrippina Vaganova 1879-1951:
Her Place in the History of Ballet and Her Impact on the Future of Classical Dance will make you to always
be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Carl Kile:

The event that you get from Agrippina Vaganova 1879-1951: Her Place in the History of Ballet and Her
Impact on the Future of Classical Dance may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Agrippina Vaganova 1879-1951: Her Place in the History of Ballet and Her Impact on the Future of
Classical Dance giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of Agrippina Vaganova 1879-1951: Her Place in the History of Ballet and Her Impact on
the Future of Classical Dance instantly.

Myrtle McDonald:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Agrippina Vaganova 1879-
1951: Her Place in the History of Ballet and Her Impact on the Future of Classical Dance that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Agrippina
Vaganova 1879-1951: Her Place in the History of Ballet and Her Impact on the Future of Classical Dance
become your starter.

Rachel Morris:

Beside that Agrippina Vaganova 1879-1951: Her Place in the History of Ballet and Her Impact on the Future
of Classical Dance in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel



like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Agrippina Vaganova 1879-1951:
Her Place in the History of Ballet and Her Impact on the Future of Classical Dance because this book offers
to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it
from right now!
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