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You can discover Japanese art like no other. Originally created by the artists of the ukiyo-e school of the
floating world to advertise brothels in 17th-century Yoshiwara, these popular spring pictures (shunga)
transcended class and gender in Japan for almost 300 years. These tender, humorous and brightly coloured
pieces celebrate sexual pleasure in all its forms, culminating in the beautiful, yet graphic, work of iconic
artists Utamaro, Hokusai and Kunisada. This catalogue of a major international exhibition aims to answer
some key questions about what shunga is and why was it produced. Erotic Japanese art was heavily
suppressed in Japan from the 1870s onwards as part of a process of cultural modernisation that imported
many contemporary western moral values. Only in the last twenty years or so has it been possible to publish
unexpurgated examples in Japan and this ground-breaking publication presents this fascinating art in its
historical and cultural context for the first time. Within Japan, shunga has continued to influence modern
forms of art, including manga, anime and Japanese tattoo art. Drawing on the latest scholarship and featuring
over 400 images of works from major public and private collections, this landmark book sheds new light on
this unique art form within Japanese social and cultural history. Shunga: sex and pleasure in Japanese art is
published to accompany an exhibition at the British Museum from October 2013 to January 2014.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art.

Michael Hill:

The reserve with title Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Jeffrey Stampley:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Jewel Tarr:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Shunga: Sex and Pleasure in Japanese Art can make you
sense more interested to read.
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