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Towards a Political Theory of the University argues that state and market forces threaten to diminish the
legitimacy, authority and fundamental purposes of higher education systems. The political role of higher
education has been insufficiently addressed by academics in recent decades. By applying Habermas’ theory
of communicative action, this book seeks to reconnect educational and political theory and provide an
analysis of the university which complements the recent focus on the intersections between political
philosophy and legal theory.

In this book, White argues that there is considerable overlap between crises in democracy and in universities.
Yet while crises in democracy are often attributed to the inability of political institutions to adapt to the pace
of social and cultural change, this diagnosis wilfully ignores the effects of privatisation on public institutions.
Under present political conditions, the university is regarded in instrumental and economic terms, which not
only diminishes its functions of developing and sustaining culture but also removes its democratic
capabilities. This book explores these issues in depth and presents some of the practical problems associated
with turning an independent higher education system into a state-dominated and then, subsequently,
marketised system.

This book bridges political and educational theory in an original and comprehensive way and makes an
important contribution to the debate over the role of the university in a democracy. As such, it will appeal to
researchers, academics and postgraduate students in the fields of the philosophy of education, higher
education, and political and educational theory. With its implications for policy and practice, it will also be
of interest to policy makers.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lumpkin:

The feeling that you get from Towards a Political Theory of the University: Public reason, democracy and
higher education (New Directions in the Philosophy of Education) is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Towards a Political Theory of the University: Public reason, democracy and
higher education (New Directions in the Philosophy of Education) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the
item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Towards a Political Theory of the
University: Public reason, democracy and higher education (New Directions in the Philosophy of Education)
instantly.

Bruce Patton:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Towards a Political
Theory of the University: Public reason, democracy and higher education (New Directions in the Philosophy
of Education).

Joel Kiser:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Towards a Political Theory of the University:
Public reason, democracy and higher education (New Directions in the Philosophy of Education) book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Towards a Political Theory of the University: Public
reason, democracy and higher education (New Directions in the Philosophy of Education) as good book not
simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Joseph Lafond:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is actually Towards a Political Theory of the University: Public reason,
democracy and higher education (New Directions in the Philosophy of Education). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right
up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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