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A fascinating look at the twelve days leading up to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor—the warnings, clues
and missteps—by a Pulitzer Prize–winning reporter.

In Washington, DC, in late November 1941, admirals compose the most ominous message in Navy history to
warn Hawaii of possible danger, but they write it too vaguely. They think precautions are being taken, but
never check to see if they are. A key intelligence officer wants more warnings sent, but he is on the losing
end of a bureaucratic battle and can’t get the message out. American sleuths have pierced Japan’s most vital
diplomatic code, and Washington believes it has a window on the enemy’s soul—but it does not.

In a small office at Pearl Harbor, overlooking the battleships at the heart of America’s seafaring power, the
Commander of the Pacific Fleet tries to figure out how much danger he really faces. His intelligence unit has
lost track of Japan’s biggest aircraft carriers, but assumes they are resting in a port far away. The admiral
thinks Pearl is too shallow for torpedoes, so he never puts up a barrier. As he frets, a Japanese spy is
counting the warships in the harbor and reporting to Tokyo.

There were false assumptions, and racist ones: The Japanese aren’t very good aviators and they don’t have
the nerve or the skill to attempt a strike so far from their home. There were misunderstandings, conflicting
desires, painful choices. And there was a naval officer who, on his very first mission as captain of his very
first ship, did exactly the right thing. His warning could have averted disaster, but his superiors reacted too
leisurely. Japanese planes arrived moments later.

Twomey’s telescoping of the twelve days leading to the attack unravels the crucial characters and moments,
and produces an edge-of-your seat drama with fascinating details about America at this moment in its
history. By the end, the reader understands how assumption is the root of disaster, and how sometimes a
gamble pays off.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Daniels:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the Attack your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get before. The Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the Attack giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life
within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

David Shetler:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the Attack can be your answer as it
can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Matthew Russell:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve
Days to the Attack can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Aurora Ammon:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the
Attack was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Countdown to Pearl Harbor:
The Twelve Days to the Attack has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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