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The enthralling biography of the shepherd boy who changed the world with his revolutionary
engineering and whose genius we still benefit from today.

Thomas Telford may have been born into poverty but he became one of Britain's most important engineers,
changing the shape of Britain forever; the creations that resulted from his skill, ambition and obsessive hard
work span its length and breadth still. For too long, his extraordinary achievements have been overlooked,
and his life left unexamined. Julian Glover now brings forward the man behind the name.

There is brilliance and beauty in Thomas Telford's work. With his revolutionary vision, Telford invented the
modern road and created the backbone of our national road network, tying England, Scotland, Ireland and
Wales together, resulting in his being dubbed 'The Colussus of Roads'. His elegant bridges are the greatest of
the pre-twentieth century, the Menai Bridge a wonder of its time and our own while the famous Pontcysyllte
aqueduct in Wales with its dramatic and alarming exposed heights is a UNESCO world heritage site and still
a huge draw for tourists. Yet Telford was no lone genius and his engineering triumphs were a physical
manifestation of a new industrial and imperial power: Great Britain. It was an age of incredible ingenuity and
ambition and rivalries ran high. It was a time of great energy and drama – and possibilities.

Drawing on colourful contemporary accounts and travelling by horse to understand better the journeys we
undertook before Telford's work transformed them, Julian Glover examines the stories behind Telford's
greatest achievements and explores what in that time enabled him to flourish. At once intimate and
expansive, this illuminating biography brings to life that most creative of eras and places Telford both at its
heart and amongst the ranks of our greatest Britons.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Daniels:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and the Building of
Britain. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and the Building of Britain. You can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's read.

Amy Mueller:

Precisely why? Because this Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and the Building of Britain is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Martha Fincher:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and
the Building of Britain which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Richard Dike:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Man of Iron: Thomas Telford and the Building of Britain can make you
experience more interested to read.
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