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Despite the importance of Chen Hongshou (1599-1652) as an artist and scholar of the Ming period, until now
no full length study in English has focused on his work. Author Tamara H. Bentley takes a broadly
interdisciplinary approach, treating Chen's oeuvre in relation to literary themes and economic changes, and
linking these larger concerns to visual analyses. Considering Chen's paintings and prints alongside Chen's
romance drama commentaries and prefaces and his collected writings (particularly poetry), Bentley sheds
new light not only on Chen, but also on an important cultural moment in the first half of the seventeenth
century. Through analysis of Chen's figure paintings and print designs, Bentley examines the artist's
engagement with the values of "authenticity" and "emotion," which were part of a larger discourse stressing
idiosyncrasy, the individual voice, and vernacular literature. She contrasts these values with the commercial
aspects of his production, geared at an expanding art market of well-to-do buyers, excavating the apparent
contradiction inherent in the two pursuits. In the end, she suggests, the emphasis on the "authentic" voice
was marketed to a broad field of anonymous buyers. Though her primary focus is on Chen Hongshou,
Bentley's investigation ultimately concerns not only this individual artist, but also the effect of early modern
changes on an artist's mode of working and his self-image, in the West as well as the East. The study touches
upon expanding international trade and the rise of middle class art markets (including print markets), not
only in China but also in the Dutch Republic in circa 1630-1650. Bentley investigates the specific rhetoric of
different categories of images, including Chen's non-literal figurative works; literal commemorative
portraits; his printed romance-drama illustrations; and his printed playing cards. Bentley's investigation takes
in issues of studio practice (including various types of image replicati
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From reader reviews:

James Senters:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Figurative Works of Chen Hongshou (1599-1652):
Authentic Voices/Expanding Markets (Visual Culture in Early Modernity).

Thomas Krieg:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Figurative Works of Chen Hongshou (1599-1652):
Authentic Voices/Expanding Markets (Visual Culture in Early Modernity) has been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The guide The Figurative Works of Chen Hongshou (1599-1652): Authentic Voices/Expanding Markets
(Visual Culture in Early Modernity) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book The Figurative Works of Chen Hongshou (1599-1652): Authentic
Voices/Expanding Markets (Visual Culture in Early Modernity). You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Judith Bryant:

Here thing why this kind of The Figurative Works of Chen Hongshou (1599-1652): Authentic
Voices/Expanding Markets (Visual Culture in Early Modernity) are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Figurative Works of Chen Hongshou (1599-1652): Authentic
Voices/Expanding Markets (Visual Culture in Early Modernity) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Figurative
Works of Chen Hongshou (1599-1652): Authentic Voices/Expanding Markets (Visual Culture in Early
Modernity). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of The Figurative Works of Chen Hongshou (1599-1652): Authentic
Voices/Expanding Markets (Visual Culture in Early Modernity) in e-book can be your alternative.



Joyce Tower:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Figurative Works of Chen Hongshou (1599-1652): Authentic Voices/Expanding Markets (Visual Culture in
Early Modernity), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.
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