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At the heart of today’s fierce political anger over income inequality is a feature of capitalism that Karl Marx
famously obsessed over: the commodification of labor. Most of us think wage-labor economics is at odds
with socialist thinking, but as Martha Lampland explains in this fascinating look at twentieth-century
Hungary, there have been moments when such economics actually flourished under socialist regimes.
Exploring the region’s transition from a capitalist to a socialist system—and the economic science and
practices that endured it—she sheds new light on the two most polarized ideologies of modern history.

            Lampland trains her eye on the scientific claims of modern economic modeling, using Hungary’s
unique vantage point to show how theories, policies, and techniques for commodifying agrarian labor that
were born in the capitalist era were adopted by the socialist regime as a scientifically designed wage system
on cooperative farms. Paying attention to the specific historical circumstances of Hungary, she explores the
ways economists and the abstract notions they traffic in can both shape and be shaped by local conditions,
and she compellingly shows how labor can be commodified in the absence of a labor market. The result is a
unique account of economic thought that unveils hidden but necessary continuities running through the
turbulent twentieth century. 
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Value of
Labor: The Science of Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 book as basic and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Linda Livingston:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Value of Labor: The Science of Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 book
is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of The Value of Labor: The Science of Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 content conveys
prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Value of Labor: The Science of
Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Livia Wilder:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Value of Labor: The
Science of Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all
of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Value of Labor: The Science of
Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 become your starter.

Erica Futch:

This The Value of Labor: The Science of Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 is brand-new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The
Value of Labor: The Science of Commodification in Hungary, 1920-1956 can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that



in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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